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Zanzibar Gem Black + White Installation 
@ SHUUBA Design Studio 
 
Zamioculcas zamiifolia more commonly known as Zanzibar Gem is a popular variety of 
tropical perennial houseplant native to eastern Africa. Its beautiful glossy leaves reflect 
black in bright light. 
 
These plants are hard to kill but do have specific requirements to thrive outside of their 
native habitat. Ideal conditions require at least six hours a day of high-quality full 
spectrum light and exposure to 40-50% humidity. 
 
The current design addresses these challenges through use of 4” plastic nursery pots 
and humidity caps in conjunction with 2’ full spectrum grow lights.  
 
In order to make effective use of the studio space, the current dimensions of the design 
are limited to 4ft x 5ft. 
 

 
       



The display’s construction consists of 3 5’ lengths of 4” diameter PVC pipe mounted 
with steel French cleats to 3 lengths of repurposed timber. 
 
PVC is a strong material that’s easy to decorate according to the needs of the studio. 
Black permanent marker graffiti-style tags ornament the three shelves. 
 
 

 
As a function of supplying bright natural 
colored light, humidity, and air-purifying 
plant material, the Zanzibar Gem 30-
unit nursery design will promote 
positive energy and a splash of color to 
the studio’s entrance and office areas. 
  
The total cost of the installation 
including all materials and installation 
fees is $180 pending approval from the 
client. 
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